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SALC Meeting Update  
 

17 November 2017 
 

1. Lancing Parish Council - Helen Plant, helen.plant@lancingparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

The need for a visual police presence is paramount. It is clear that the reduction in PCSOs has 
resulted in unprecedented incidents of vandalism and ASB. The number of incidents reported 
increased in line with the withdrawing of PCSOs and police from our streets. What are your 
intentions to cope with the lack of a visual police presence? 

 
We put our police officers and staff in locations based on a rigorous analysis of current and future 
expected demands on policing in Sussex to make sure we are in the right places to respond to harm. 
PCSOs and officers have not been withdrawn from the streets, and the number of officers who respond 
to emergencies in Sussex remains the same.  

 
In November we introduced our new Local Policing Model which put in place new Prevention Teams – 
made up of skilled PCSOs, officers and staff, working effectively to prevent crime, actively target local 
issues and meet new and emerging challenges. We know there may be frustration when resources 
begin to limit some of the things we used to do and how we did them, but we have a clear vision and 
commitment to deliver the safest communities for Sussex whilst remaining flexible to meet emerging 
threats and provide resilience for the future. 

 
Prevention Teams also work with our partners to identify the best ways to solve problems, Response 
Teams responding to emergencies and being there when they are needed and Investigation Teams who 
investigate professionally and effectively.   

 
We will always be there when we are needed, prioritising those who are the most vulnerable and we will 
undertake targeted patrols which are proven to reduce crime.  
 
Crime figures for Lancing and all Sussex Neighbourhoods can be viewed via: 
https://www.police.uk/sussex/ 

 
2. Chidham & Hambrook Parish Council - Caroline P Davison, 

clerk.chidhamandhambrook@gmail.com 
 

Southbourne (which lies within the Bourne division and incorporates Nutbourne) once had an 
effective and highly successful Neighbourhood Policing Panel that saw members of the public, 
Parish and District Councillors representing most of Southbourne, along with representatives 
from a number of agencies meeting regularly with the area’s PCSO and policing team.  Each 
meeting considered a police report on recent data covering crime and antisocial behaviour in the 
neighbourhood, with an opportunity for all present to comment, and to add their own experience 
to add to the data and suggestions of priority issues to be tackled.  Unfortunately, there have 
been no meetings for at least 36 months due to the removal of a dedicated PCSO from the area.  
Is Sussex Constabulary prepared to support the continuance of Neighbourhood Policing Panels 
and what advice can be given for the revival of the Southbourne (possibly encompassing a wider 
area to make better use of police time) Neighbourhood Policing Panel? 

mailto:helen.plant@lancingparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.police.uk/sussex/
mailto:clerk.chidhamandhambrook@gmail.com
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Officers in our Prevention Teams are accessible and can be contacted using details found on our 
website at any time. You will receive a response within 72 hours.  
 
Although we are unable to every meeting in every parish we will always try and be present where there 
is a specific policing concern being discussed (please also see the answer to question 6 regarding the 
‘Town and Parish Councils’ Service Level Agreement (SLA)). Historically, officers attended these 
meetings to give updates on local crime statistics which are now readily available at www.police.uk . 
Members can also sign up to the ‘in the know’ system to receive information and advice about local 
concerns and news. More information can be found at: https://www.intheknow.community/ 
 
3. Dallington Parish Council, Irene Marchant, irene@marchant9537.plus.com 

 
Our Chairman, Wendy Miers, was assured at a recent RALC (Rother Association of Local 
Councils) meeting – by Inspector Dan Russell – that if Dallington emailed him a request for 
accident statistics in the parish, he would make sure these were sent.  I emailed Sussex Police 
on 31.07.17, explaining the above, but so far I have not had the courtesy of a reply.  This 
information is urgently required.  
 
Between 1/8/14 and the 31/7/17 there have been a total of 12 collisions recorded in Dallington Parish, 
and all occurred on the B2096 (1 fatal, 2 causing serious injuries and 9 slight injury). The majority took 
place between Earlsdown and Carrick’s Hill (1 serious and 7 slight collisions), mainly on the bends 
between Dallington Methodist Church and Carrick’s Farm. 9 of the collisions involved drivers aged under 
30, with 5 of these drivers aged 17 – 21. The majority took place during good conditions, with just one 
during the hours of darkness and two in wet or damp road conditions.  
 
(Mrs Marchant has been emailed the above response on the 20

th
 November 2017, and has also had the 

SSRP website link ( http://www.dashboard.sussexsrp.org.uk/ ) forwarded to her, upon which collision 
data can be viewed). 
 
4. Polegate Town Council - David R Watts cllr.d.watts@polegatetowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
The Chief Constable has been in media today talking about Policing. One key question - If Police 
stations are to be either closed or scaled down, can we get assurance that the Police are to be 
more visible to help prevent low level crime? It is well documented by criminologists that low 
level crime leads to other more substantial crimes longer term. 
 
Technology is changing the way policing is delivered in terms of the crimes committed and how they are 
dealt with, how the force operates and how the public interact with us. By providing the right police 
presence in the right location we can make sure local policing teams remain visible, and can work in the 
same buildings as partners to make it easier to work together and share information. No existing public 
policing presence where the force provides a reception area and opening hours for the general public will 
be removed until a suitable alternative is provided. 
 
Every community can contact their local Prevention Team which proactively focuses on problems in the 
area, undertaking targeted patrolling and working to prevent crime before it occurs. Policing teams will 
always be there when needed. 
 
We are working to raise awareness of all the ways officers and staff are accessible, so that people can 
contact us in the way that suits them. By helping the public better understand the ways they can contact 
Sussex Police (and when the police are not the right service to call), the public should get the right help 
from the right people in a timely way.  
 
Our recently launched Contact Campaign includes the distribution of contact cards personalised to each 
district and including the direct phone number for each local policing team. 
 
In relation to ‘low level’ crimes, we assess every crime that is reported to us individually and always 
undertake some level of initial investigation. Having made an assessment, we determine what level of 
further investigation would be proportionate to the circumstances of the crime. There is no financial 
threshold for conducting an investigation in Sussex, and no type of crime that we won’t investigate. Each 

http://www.police.uk/
https://www.intheknow.community/
mailto:irene@marchant9537.plus.com
http://www.dashboard.sussexsrp.org.uk/
mailto:cllr.d.watts@polegatetowncouncil.gov.uk
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year we put more resources into investigating lower harm ‘volume’ crimes than any other area of criminal 
investigation.  
 
5 Uckfield Town Council - Holly Goring, townclerk@uckfieldtc.gov.uk   
 
The Town Council wish to raise two issues: 
 
(i) There appears to be increasing concern in the town as a result of a spate of recent thefts and 
burglaries. There also appears to be an increase in the perceived fear of crime. The crime rate 
appears to have increased, and although vehicles pass through Uckfield to the police station, it 
is very rare that local residents and businesses see a PCSO or Police Officer. Particular hotspots 
of ASB and criminal activity have been focused in the High Street, industrial estate and out in the 
residential area on Manor Park.  
 
Residents have seen an extra £5 added to their council tax to assist with tackling cyber-crime but 
in reality residents wish to feel safe in their local area. Members have asked whether a public 
meeting could be held in Uckfield to address these concerns, or at the least a meeting with 
Uckfield Town Council - with the Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner Katy Bourne and/or Giles 
York, the Chief Constable – whoever would be willing to spare some time to come and visit us. 
We need to reassure our residents and need your assistance. 
 
Although overall recorded crime has increased in Sussex in line with the national picture, the figures in 
Uckfield Central on www.police.uk show that recorded crime in this area has remained quite constant for 
the past few years.   
 
We continue to be better equipped to tackle anti-social behaviour with professionals within our local 
policing teams including Anti-Social Behaviour and Hate Crime Coordinators. Tackling ASB requires a 
partnership approach that can be tailored to the specific community affected. Every community has a 
Prevention Team which can be contacted directly to discuss local concerns.  
 
A senior officer would be happy to attend a meeting in Uckfield to talk to residents - please send your 
request to Chief Inspector Anita Turner (anita.turner@sussex.pnn.police.uk ). 
 
Last year’s precept investment has contributed towards Cyber Crime Units, New Community 
Investigation Teams which are targeting organised crime groups and more detectives to support 
investigations into serious sexual offences and child sexual exploitation. These investments are in line 
with the changing nature of crime we face and mean we are better able to respond to new threats and 
keep people safe.   
 
(ii) We have been made aware that a local news (media website) has created a FB crime page for 
our town. Are the Police able to recommend against this in anyway as there are concerns that 
this will increase the fear of crime in our local area? 
 
One of our core priorities is to keep communities safe and feeling safe. The latest information on crime in 
every area of Sussex can be found on www.police.uk and you can also see news updates through our 
website www.sussex.police.uk and our social media feeds on Twitter and Facebook. Residents can also 
sign up to the ‘in the know’ system to get locally tailored information.  
 
We would encourage all crimes to be reported to us directly as we are unable to respond and put people 
in the right places to prevent crime without being made aware of all reports.  
 
6 West Hoathly Parish Clerk - Helen Schofield, clerk@westhoathly.gov.uk  

  
The parish is fortunate that it is a low crime area but as the PC notes this does not mean it is a no 
crime area.  Previously local information/intelligence was received which the PC was then able to 
share with local residents to make them more vigilant and able to help themselves.  No 
intelligence has been shared since the removal of the PCSOs and still, after many requests, the 
parish does not have a contact point for issues.  

 
It would be useful to know how intelligence can be shared and what point of contact there is. 
 

mailto:townclerk@uckfieldtc.gov.uk
http://www.police.uk/
mailto:anita.turner@sussex.pnn.police.uk
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.sussex.police.uk/
mailto:clerk@westhoathly.gov.uk
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Every area in Sussex has access to a local Prevention Team which can be contacted directly about local 
matters in the community. The details of each of these teams can be found on our website at 
www.sussex.police.uk and clicking on ‘find your local policing team’.  
 
Earlier this year the ‘Town and Parish Councils’ Service Level Agreement (SLA) was published which 
updated the previous Local Councils’ Support Protocol’, and this SLA was circulated via SALC. This 
explained the most appropriate ways for Parish Councils (via their Clerks) to raise issues and concerns 
with their Local Policing/Prevention Teams. The SLA also contains the following information:  
 
“Advances in technology now enable Councils to obtain headline crime statistics for their areas without 
the need for reports to be submitted by local policing teams. Where a significant rise/fall in crime is 
identified and the Council requires some context around these statistics, District Commanders will 
endeavour to provide this. Routine attendance by police at local council meetings should not be 
expected, although it is acknowledged that a District Commander or representative may wish to attend 
such a meeting as part of a wider engagement plan or to explain a significant policing event.” 
 
Context around these figures and matters which have arisen that the community should be vigilant about 
are included in a regular email newsletter. You can subscribe to this ‘In The Know’ service via: 
https://www.intheknow.community/ with all updates managed by newly introduction Prevention Support 
and Engagement Officers.  
 
As well as talking directly to Prevention Teams to share information, there are several other methods to 
contact the police and they are all outlined upon the District contact cards which can be accessed via the 
District Prevention Team pages found on the force website - https://sussex.police.uk/ 
  
Councils are encouraged to provide the dates of their annual Parish meetings to their Local Prevention 
Teams with as much notice as possible should they wish an officer or member of staff to attend, and if 
there is a specific policing issue to discuss.  
 
7 Hartfield Parish Council - Colin Burnett-Dick, colinburnettdick@yahoo.co.uk 

 
The ongoing problem with unruly cyclists and their apparent disregard to the law is an issue 
which is becoming a major concern. I experienced an incident on Saturday when i was overtaken 
by cyclists on both sides as i tried to emerge from the end of Jib Jacks road onto the Hartfield 
road. Traffic coming from the other way had to screech to a halt to avoid a collision. The whole of 
Hartfield seemed to be teeming with cyclists. This is becoming a national problem and legislation 
needs to be put in place in order to effectively police this problem. 
 
Groups of cyclists will generally fall into one of three categories.  
 
The first of these is official road races, which are controlled by rules laid down in the British Cycling Road 
Race Event Management Document and subject to Legislation Sec 31 of the Road traffic Act 1988 
supported by The Cycle Racing on Highways Regulations, 1960 (and 1980 and 1995 amendments).  
 
During these races, marshals and traffic management signage are used to control the mix of race 
participants and traffic. In general these do not pose a specific problem as they are well regulated and 
controlled through British Cycling and require permission from police for the races. 
 
Then there are cycle rallies called sportives which are not races and not subject to specific legislation 
other than normal rules and regulations governing cycling on a road. Sportive organisers do not have to 
seek permission or even notify police or highways authorities of their planned activities. 
 
The most common group of cyclists found riding in a peloton style group however will be club riders or 
unaffiliated groups out practicing on the road. They are not subject to any further control than the normal 
rules and regulations governing cycling on a road. 
 
Cyclists are not covered by speed regulations as they are not motor vehicles, although other offences 
could be used such as wanton & furious cycling, Sec 29 RTA 88 cycling without due care or sec 28 
dangerous cycling. 
 

http://www.sussex.police.uk/
https://www.intheknow.community/
https://sussex.police.uk/
mailto:colinburnettdick@yahoo.co.uk
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In relation to issues in Hartfield, it is requested that the police be made aware of specific incidents and 
the times/dates they occurred. If the parish is also aware of any clubs involved we may be able to 
identify specific groups for educational advice and potentially consider a targeted enforcement approach 
should this be a constant and dangerous situation in a specific area. 
 
The Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) does give road safety information out via their media 
sources and through their cyclist handbook to both cyclists and other road users on safe cycling and on 
sharing the roads.  
 
8 Polegate Town Council - Angela Snell, cllr.a.snell@polegatetowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
I have just returned from the SSALC Chair networking event and found it very informative and 
helpful. Can we please have microphones for the next event as much was lost. Giles York was 
the one speaker who spoke clearly and audibly without one – his passion and commitment no 
doubt spur him on. Anyway, back to questions for him: 

 
How can I convince my residents that the new model of local policing is effective?  
How can I sell them the merits of using digital reporting for crime at a local level? 
Most complain about the lack of visible policing and the follow up after an incident is reported. 
Whilst technology aids the investigation and prevention of such crimes involving firearms or in 
the case of major crime how can it reassure those who have been subjected to vandalism of 
property and vehicles, or burglary?  

 
Similarly how does it contribute to the response to rough sleepers and low level disruptive 
behaviour?  
 
Our new Local Policing Model holds on to areas of policing which are much valued and has transformed 
others to address the changing nature of crime and evolution of new crime types and threats - for 
example Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and terrorism. The model sees teams working closely together 
to provide a flexible service within the community, and it includes:  
 
Prevention Teams: who are accessible, aim to prevent crime and anti-social behaviour, cover every 
neighbourhood and can be contacted directly.  
Response Teams: there when they are needed in an emergency 24/7, working proactively in vulnerable 
areas.  
Investigation Teams: investigating professionally and effectively, proactively pursuing and managing 
offenders, using the latest evidence and technology to catch criminals.  
 
More information about our model, including booklets which could be used at meetings can be found on 
our website at www.sussex.police.uk/localpolicingmodel, if you would like copies of these documents 
then these can also be provided.  
 
We focus our efforts on those crimes that cause the greatest harm, and impact most on vulnerable 
people. We investigate every crime that is reported to us and use our professional judgement to assess 
what level of further investigation is proportionate.  
 
The risk of being a victim of burglary in Sussex is very low.  When there is a burglary, our investigators 
absolutely understand how people feel and they will always try to identify the opportunities to gather 
evidence and catch those responsible. 

  
We understand that reporting crime online may not be suitable for everyone. We do however encourage 
all incidents of crime to be reported, as this enables us to put our people where they are most needed.  
 
We aim to raise awareness of all the ways we are accessible, with people being able to contact us in 
ways that suit them. Our emergency 999 number and non-emergency 101 number can be used, and 
Prevention Teams can be contacted also using the details available on our website.  
 
If you are concerned about any matters in the community, including people who are rough sleeping who 
can be very vulnerable, then we would encourage you to speak with your local Prevention Team who 
work with partners to keep people safe.  

 

mailto:cllr.a.snell@polegatetowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.sussex.police.uk/localpolicingmodel
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9 Aldingbourne Parish Council – Joanne, aldingbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 
APC have concerns over traffic enforcement in rural areas - mainly speeding and lack of 
enforcement.  
 
There have been several serious injury collisions in the area. There are safety camera sites on the A27 
at Norton Lane and on Westergate Street. If the parish is able to specific any areas of concern then 
Acting Sergeant Badman from the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership is happy to facilitate an assessment 
and conduct some evaluation work in the area.  
 
Residents can also make reports of Anti-Social Driving and speeding vehicles via Operation Crackdown: 
http://www.operationcrackdown.org/ .   
 
10 Kingston Parish Council - Val Knight, kingstonpc@tesco.net 
 
Council understands that Sussex Police is failing to provide immediate details and information 
about local crimes and incidents to local NHW Co-ordinators at present, how does Sussex Police 
see the future for NHW, given that its core function is to promote crime prevention and reduction 
in the local communities where NHW has a presence through its Co-ordinators? 
 
As well as a delay in the NHW being advised of crime the parish council does not receive the 
same information it used to.  We could not get an analysis for the complete year April – March as 
we have done in the past. The Arun Neighbourhood Policing Team Local News emails give an 
overview but no drill down to our small parish level.  On the police.uk website the latest crime 
figures for East Preston and Kingston (not possible to drill down to parish level) are showing up 
to the end of July (It is 4 October today).  Will this information availability be improved? 
 
The police.uk website is a national service and having reviewed the site, information is now available up 
to November 2017 and information can be found dating back to December 2014.  
 
Update January 2018 – a draft MOU regarding the partnership between NHW and Sussex Police is 
currently with NHW awaiting approval and sign off. The proposal from District Commanders is that those 
holding the position of the Prevention Support and Engagement Officer will be the contact point for NHW 
street co-ordinators, and those in the role of the Prevention and Partnership Manager will act as the 
force’s divisional strategic leads. For further information please contact your local Sussex NHW 
Federation representative whose contact details can be found via 
http://www.sussexnwfed.org.uk/pages/3946/1/Contacts.html 
 
How many officers are on patrol at any one time at weekdays, night time and at weekends day 
and night time? Interested in or own policing area of East Preston and Kingston but also overall 
for Arun/wider area. 
 
The number of officers on duty at any one time is difficult to calculate, as resources are allocated to meet 
changing demands at different times of each day. There are also officers available from the specialist 
units which are separate from the response teams such as Roads Policing, Armed Response Teams, 
Prevention and Investigation Teams, Special Constables, Public Protection and other divisional 
departments.  
 
Many of these teams work 24 hours a day and may not always be visible but are available when needed. 
The number of officers who respond to emergencies in Sussex has not changed, and there will always 
be an officer available when needed in an emergency. 
 
When are we likely to see a police presence on our rural streets? Will there be a change towards 
prevention of crime instead of reacting to crime? We understand the financial restraints but think 
the presence of a PCSO is not only reassuring but sends a message to the wider community.   
One of our residents after a break-in says they had at least 10 follow up calls from various 
officers.  How does the costing compare (follow up on crime against prevention)?  Is prevention 
cheaper/as cheap as cure and better for our community well-being?  
 
We have recently put in place the final change to our new local policing model, which aims to keep 
communities safe and feeling safe. Newly formed Prevention Teams made up of skilled PCSOs, officers 

mailto:aldingbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.operationcrackdown.org/
mailto:kingstonpc@tesco.net
http://www.sussexnwfed.org.uk/pages/3946/1/Contacts.html


 

 
 

Not protectively marked 

 
7 

and staff - formerly known as Neighbourhood Policing Teams – are now working more efficiently and 
effectively to prevent crime and to actively target local issues. Our starting point is always to aim to 
prevent crime from happening.  
 
The teams will patrol the streets of Sussex where they can make a difference and work closely with 
partners to provide better solutions and improved outcomes. PCSOs continue to work in communities 
and are a vital part of Prevention Teams.  
 
The safety and confidence of rural residents is just as important as those living urban areas. We work 
hard to engage with our rural communities to understand how their policing needs may be different.  We 
also have a network of officers dedicated to this area across the force, led by a rural crime sergeant.  
 
11 West Wittering Parish Council - Joanne Brown, wwpc@talktalk.net 

 
WWPC expressed concern on behalf of residents regarding access for Police and emergency 
vehicles at times when West Wittering is gridlocked (summer weekends when Car park is at its 
maximum numbers. There were several weekends this summer when all roads in and out were at 
a standstill including back roads thanks to Sat navs! Locals are concerned Police vehicles won’t 
get through. Can the Parish Council ask what the Police do in such cases? 
 
It is true that the road to the Witterings is extremely busy in the summer months, however we have never 
been prevented from reaching emergencies by the increase in traffic, and officers are used to negotiating 
such situations both at this location and in and around Goodwood when events are staged.  
 
12 Worth Parish Council - Jennifer Nagy, clerk@worthparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
One item which we would like brought up with the Chief Constable is speeding. 
We have a particular issue in Turners Hill Rd in Crawley Down. Every time the Speedwatch team 
go out they record 30+ vehicles per hour on average over the limit. Our area is popular with 
leisure cyclists and this road is part of the London to Brighton Bike Ride, amongst other major 
cycling events, so speeding is a major concern, given the high number of vulnerable road users.  
 
We do report these on to the local police team, but due to lack of resources, nothing is done, 
which we believe reduces confidence in the police. We appreciate that terrorism related events 
have high priority but it is the police approach to antisocial behaviour (speeding) and petty crime 
that determines public perception of whether they are doing an effective job. 
 
The Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) is aware of this community concern, particularly on 
Turners Hill Road. Officers proactively attend this location and did so on the 8

th
 November 2017 when 

they ran speed checks at the Rufwood site between 0820 until 0930 and recorded no drivers travelling in 
excess of the 30 mph limit.  
 
One of the reasons for being on site was to target three people who have been reported to us through 
the ‘community speedwatch’ initiative. None came through the site at this time but officers were able to 
make visits to the registered owners of these vehicles. The Sussex Safer Roads Partnership, along with 
our Road Policing Unit, will continue to visit this site in the future.  
 
13 Withyham Parish Council - Debbie Siddle, clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
We had a couple of items come up at our summer Wealden Clerks’ meeting, which Juliet Mills 
was going to progress for us. We understand she has now left the Police and we would be keen 
to know whether her post will continue and if not, what are the routes for dialogue between 
parish councils and the police re community engagement? 

 
Juliette was going to produce the following two fliers for Wealden Clerks: one to relay the 
message that all crime should be reported in order to help identify problem areas, JM would 
produce this and pass to me to circulate to Wealden Clerks and a second about Operation Blitz 
to pass to me to circulate to Clerks 
 
Clerks were also concerned that they do not receive basic data on road traffic collisions, and the 
information is useful to help build a picture of where towns and parishes might wish to focus 

mailto:wwpc@talktalk.net
mailto:clerk@worthparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
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their resources as we are now expected to match fund many road safety projects. Emma Brice 
explained that ES Police was getting new software which might help with filtering and 
disseminating this information and so Juliette was going to keep me up to date on progress to 
report back to Clerks. 

 
I contacted the 101 email with these requests when I found out Juliet was no longer there, and 
have not had a response. 
 
Please accept our apologies that you have not received a response to your email.  

 
In answer to your question, the role of Prevention Support and Engagement Officer (PSEO) in still in 
place and works with District Commanders to develop engagement plans across each area of Sussex. 
These roles sit in wider Prevention Teams who you can make contact with using the information 
contained on our website under ‘find your local team’.  

 
Across Sussex we have recently put together contact cards which signpost the best method of contact to 
use in different scenarios. Your Prevention Team should also have access to these cards which can be 
used to encourage people to report to us.  

 
Our PSEOs now use the ‘In The Know’ service, accessed via the following link: 
https://sussex.police.uk/contact-us/stay-in-the-know/  which has recently featured information about 
Operation Blitz.  

 
We always encourage people to report crime, as it means we can get a better understanding of where 
crime is happening, the dangers people are facing and the harm to which they are being exposed.  
Once we know the full picture of when and where crime is occurring we can place officers and staff 
where they are needed the most, improve public safety and bring offenders to justice. 

 
Collision data can be viewed on the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership website (SSRP) via the following 
link: http://www.dashboard.sussexsrp.org.uk/ 
 
14 Kingston Parish Council - Jeanne Peterson, clerk@kingston-pc.org.uk  

  
Kingston would like to raise the issue of oversize traffic accessing Ashcombe Lane from the A27.  
The council is very much aware of articulated lorries delivering to Wyevale, dustcarts, food 
deliveries to the Juggs by Brake Bros and 3663, and an articulate vehicle has even been seen 
pulled into the side of the road up the hill and the driver eating his lunch.  On another occasion 
another artic was stuck just the Kingston side of the rail bridge at 8.30 in the morning and a 
councillor and another driver to help him reverse to the roundabout. Highways to be asked to 
remove the "access only" sign at the A27/Kingston roundabout since it suggests that there is 
access to the village even if the vehicle is over-sized. The only solution is a physical barrier such 
as at the height restriction as discussed at the last KPC meeting and the paper is attached. The 
council welcomes the police views. 

 
There is also concern re parking at the School and possible solutions as proposed at the last 
KPC meeting are attached (Snednore and Allotment). The council welcomes the police views. 
 
Questions relating to signage and other physical features are matters for the Highway Authority - East 
Sussex County Council. The routing of the refuse collection vehicles could also be taken up with Lewes 
District Council.  

 
Enforcement of the weight and width limits are a matter for the police but they are resource intensive as 
it has to be proved the vehicle in question did not have legitimate access, and often this means following 
the vehicle through the full extent of the area in which there are limits to prove an offence.  
 
Regarding the concern about the school parking we believe that ESCC highways has liaised with the 
school in the past. The yellow School Keep Clear zig-zag markings are now signed and enforceable by 
way of a Traffic Regulation Order so enforcement action can be taken by the parking attendants of the 
District Council. This is not something the police can enforce in Lewes District as it is under Civil Parking 
Enforcement. Any extension to the parking restrictions is of course another matter for ESCC. 

 

https://sussex.police.uk/contact-us/stay-in-the-know/
http://www.dashboard.sussexsrp.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@kingston-pc.org.uk
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It is suggested that the matters indicated are referred by the parish to the SLA (Strengthening Local 
Arrangements) meetings run by the Traffic and Safety Team of ESCC which it is understood are held on 
a regular basis. 

 
15 North Horsham Parish Council – Pauline Whitehead, parish.clerk@northhorsham-pc.gov.uk  

 
North Horsham Parish Council has worked proactively over the years with Sussex Police and has 
appreciated the positive working relationship that has been established between the two 
organisations. As a member of the Sussex Association of Local Councils, the Parish Council also 
appreciates the listening ear given by Sussex Police to the CEO of SALC, the measures put in 
place to try to keep the positive lines of engagement with Town and Parish Councils and the 
opportunity to put forward questions to the Police Crime Commissioner and other senior Police 
officials throughout the year.  

 
Sussex Police 2020 working for a Safer Sussex, sets out the challenges faced by Sussex Police 
and offers a strategic framework on which the three key aims of maintaining the delivery of local 
policing outcomes and meeting national policing requirements; improving accountability and 
transparency and maximising the use of available resources to reduce cost whilst protecting 
frontline policing can be delivered. 

 
The Parish Council appreciates that North Horsham is a relatively safe place to live. It also 
understands the need to prioritise responding to those crimes where life has been threatened or 
well being challenged. It is right and proper to have strategic aims to maximise resources 
because it is recognised that policing in the twenty first century is a very different beast to 
policing even five years ago.  

 
North Horsham has Littlehaven Railway Station within its borders and that the down side of 
enjoying good transport links with London, is that this allows those focused on criminal 
behaviour to widen their net.  

 
North Horsham has seen a rise in petty car crime and anti-social behaviour over recent months. 
Whilst there have been arrests in relation to the car crime, there is a swell of feeling from local 
residents that by adopting the new model of Policing there is an open door for the opportunist, 
petty criminal or groups of people who prey on communities and raise the fear of being a victim 
to a crime. Most people will not challenge criminal or anti-social behaviour for fear of escalating a 
situation and fear of being harmed. Therefore, petty crime has the most significant effect on local 
people because it is happening in local communities to real, known, people. Most residents 
would like to see a more visible presence from the Police to give reassurance to local 
communities who may feel vulnerable when there is a spate of particular criminal behaviour and 
more community engagement at a local level. 

 
How do the Police intend to reduce the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour in communities 
where there has been targeted criminal activity and the performance of the Police could be in 
question, encourage better relationships/ community engagement with the Police and maintain a 
local presence in communities in the future? 
 
Sussex is an extremely safe place to live and it remains unacceptable for any crime to be committed in 
the county. However with so many reports received each year it is unrealistic to think we can investigate 
everything. During the last few months there have been about 100 crimes a month in the Horsham Park 
and Trafalgar districts with about a quarter of the them recorded as ASB. Across the county, we record 
an average of 300 crimes a day, and so we need to make sensible decisions about where our resources 
will have the greatest impact. We focus our efforts on those crimes and incidents that cause the greatest 
harm and impact most on vulnerable people. But we also investigate many thousands of low value 
crimes and will continue to do so in the future. Our new Local Policing Model aims to keep Sussex safe 
and respond to new and emerging demands on our service.  

 
Communities who have concerns about anti-social behaviour can make direct contact with their local 
Prevention Team using the details available on our website www.sussex.police.uk  

 
In addition to the above, it has been noticeable that Police no longer appear to be proactively 
involved in campaigns such as those to reduce speeding on the highway. The sight of Police on 
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the roadside was a positive deterrent to motorists but also a very effective way of making the 
Police visible.  

 
Improving road safety on minor or major routes requires a combined effort across a range of 
organisations and we will work with partners to enforce the law. In 15/16 this combined approach 
resulted in 68,000 road offences being dealt with. We will focus our effort on the offences that cause the 
most deaths on our roads: drink and drug driving; speed; distractions like mobiles; and not wearing 
seatbelts. 

 
Our Road Policing Units (RPUs) need to balance conducting large enforcement checks whilst still 
maintaining an appropriate response to collisions and other incidents across the county. We are 
supported by the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) who also conduct checks across the county, 
including with a recently formed team of special constables, which will lead to an increase in the number 
of checks that we conduct.  

 
Update January 2018 - In the past few months we have run a number of pre-planned checks across the 
county and a Christmas Drink and Drug Drive Campaign. A total of 195 arrests were made during the 
campaign, which ran from 1 December to 1 January, of which 75 have so far been convicted. A further 
30 have been charged to appear before magistrates. Those remaining have either been released without 
charge, bailed or released under investigation. We are aware of the impact that such checks can have 
on public perception and the impact they have on keeping communities safe and feeling safe.   

 
 
 
 


